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so the requirements of the religions they had evolved
urged them on to still higher things. To placate the
deities they had imagined or invented, to win the
favor of their gods, to save themselves from dire re-
sults which were the creations of their own minds,
they devoted their greatest efforts, their highest art
to religious matters. As is the case with all civilized
races, our own included,, their utmost skill,, their finest
workmanship, their best talents were devoted to the
erection of temples^ monuments,, idols and objects of
a religious or sacred character. And in every case*
despite what agnostics and cynics may say, the races
which had the most ritualistic religions, the most ex-
tensive and complex mythologies and the deepest
spiritual faiths, were the races which reached the
highest development in arts, industries, organization,
science and civilization.
The Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans are out-
standing examples of this incontrovertible fact in the
Old World, and in the lNTew World we have their
counterparts in the Aztecs, the Mayas, the Incas and
the pre-Incas. Probably no races in the history of
the world possessed such -a fanatical fervor for re-
ligion as these ancient Americans. Whatever the
fundamentals of their beliefs, whether they were sun-
worshipers or otherwise, their religions were complex,
involved and full of mysticism and symbolism. Their
gods, demigods and spirits were innumerable and
often had various forms and names. There were
deities for nearly every act, deed, use, purpose, ob-
ject, art, industry and desire, and there were temples,
shrines, monuments, idols, offerings, sacrifices and
ceremonials to each and all Practically all the arts.